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Brains and
beauty

Without
struggle,
there’s no
progress

HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Graduation day for many
high school students in
Pinellas County is right
around the corner and seniors are frantically trying to
decide which college they
will call home for the next
four years. Jaila Johnson is
no exception, but her options may be just a little
more extravagant than
what most are used to.
A senior at St. Petersburg High School International Baccalaureate (IB),
Jaila has her pick of the litter.
“She was accepted to all
the schools she applied to,”
Jozelle Johnson explained
clearly proud of her daughter’s accomplishments.
From Yale to Vanderbilt, Duke to Emory, and
local favorites, the University of Miami and the University of Florida, Jaila is
excited with the array of
choices laid out before her.
Proud to finally be reaping
the benefits of a lifetime of
hard work and perseverance, she is confident of
what her future holds.
“I think a lot of times
you can’t see the light at
the end of the tunnel,” Jaila
explained. “Just to know
that I got accepted to very
prestigious colleges makes

See JOHNSON, page 6

BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

Headquarterz crew: Michael Oliver, Tonio Brown, James Johnson, Anton Hosein, Bruce Cainion,
Surrie Hammond, Doug Berry, Marcus Dixon. Not pictured William Hitchcock and Damien Lacount.



BY MARLO SCOTT
Columnist

ST. PETERSBURG —
As Master Barber Surrie
Hammond drove down Central Avenue one day, he spotted a perfect location for a
dream he had. His dream
was to open a large barbershop that had something for
anyone who walked through
its doors.
This perfect location was
nestled in the heart of the
Grand Central District with
the promise of plenty of foot
traffic from the bus depot
and the myriad of shops surrounding it. The location
was also large enough to accommodate a large amount

of barbers and stylist, which
had the potential to bring
jobs to the area.
After finding out how
reasonable the rent was,
there was no stopping him.
Hammond searched for a
while and finally found a
silent partner who shared
his dream; and after some
elbow grease, Headquarterz Multicultural Barbershop opened March 1, 2011.
Hammond dreams of
owning his own barbershop
started back when he was a
teenager. One day while
hanging out with his friends
at Childs Park, he found a
pair of clippers and started
experimenting with them.
This happenstance started

his love for the craft.
At the age of 24, Hammond enrolled in the cosmetology program at Pinellas
Technical Education Center
(PTEC), and started working part time at a local barbershop. He had a bright
future ahead of him, but like
so many young folks he got
sidetracked and ended up in
the penitentiary.
Unlike many of the
young people in prison,
Hammond had a skill he
could fall back on as the days
passed.
“It was a good thing that
I had skills and education in
barbering. It allowed me to
become gainfully employed,
stay out of trouble and kept

my mind steady and strong,”
said Hammond.
After being released
from prison, he landed a job
detailing cars on a car lot. He
did so well that he was promoted to manager and transferred to another dealership.
“I was a hard worker
who was committed, dedicated and was doing whatever I could to be a law
abiding citizen,” proclaimed
Hammond.
Still cutting hair on the
side for friends and family
members, he decided to
reenter the world of barbering as a student at Sunstate
Academy.
See BARBER, page 8

ST. PETERSBURG –
Chareé Howard doesn’t
know the meaning of the
word failure. She’s lost a
mother to cancer, a father to
a heart attack when she was
just a baby and has overcome countless academic pitfalls. But it is her refusal to
not give up during these life
altering events that has allowed her to hurdle the roadblocks and find success.
At 29, Howard is on her
way to completing medical
school and becoming a doctor. Times are good now and
she is optimistic about her future. But it hasn’t always
been so.
“My class was the guinea
pig class of the FCAT and
they were trying to set the
bar,” Howard revealed of her
days at Boca Ciega High
School. “I was one of the students that did not pass.”
Crushed and heartbroken, a once straight A student, she found herself
struggling to combat feelings
of negativity and failure. But
instead of focusing on the
negative, Howard instead
chose to hit the books and
easily passed the alternate
tests required to graduate.
Determined to be a doctor since receiving a medical
play set on her third Christmas, she didn’t let the FCAT
stop her. After graduation
she accepted a scholarship
and headed off to Florida

See HOWARD, page 5

The politics of food
BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Contributor

Jaila Johnson

ST. PETERSBURG –
The University of South
Florida, St. Petersburg
(USFSP) wrapped up a
series of lectures last
Thursday highlighting
the ongoing accomplishments of their students
and faculty.
The theme of this
month’s research was the
“Politics of Food: Re-

thinking Local Systems”
with an engaging discussion by guest lecturer Dr.
David Padgett, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Geography from Tennessee
State
University
in
Nashville.
Padgett discussed his
research on the topic of
“food deserts,” which are
districts with little or no
See FOOD, page 6

From left to right, Dr. Joseph Dorsey,
Dr. Noreen Noonan and Dr. David Paggett.

Chareé Howard




Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com

 



    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring
Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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OPINION
History, ego and truth

BY RIVERS –CLEVELAND

“We are not makers of
history. We are made by history,” said Martin Luther
King, Jr.
“You have to have
knowledge of history no
matter what you are going
to do; anything you undertake you have to have
knowledge of history in
order to be successful in it,”
said Malcolm X.
One of the most unappreciated and misunderstood subjects is the study
of history. As a child I grew
up with the love of history
that had been cultivated by
my father, my teachers and
by being raised up in a religious home.
So much of the Bible is
in fact, history. We can and
should learn from the examples of those who came before us. History is a way to
predict behavior and to evaluate consequences of actions taken by individuals in
the past. So many mistakes
can be avoided just by

studying what has already
occurred.
How can we learn those
valuable lessons if we’re not
interested? But even worse
than that, ego often creates
a mental barrier that prevents us from properly evaluating the truth. Mistaken
ideas and misinformation
can be just as dangerous as
ignorance.
It is especially sad when
individuals who profess to
be truthful would hang on
to an idea or concept just because their ego may be
bruised once they learned
their long held ideas is false.
If honest and intelligent people are afraid to face the
truth, how can the rest be
helped?
Some might argue that
the knowledge of a person
or an event could have no
effect on today’s life. Well,
let’s look at the examples of
families of history as it relates to their parents, their
grandparents and ancestry.
Does there not tend to be a
greater sense of discipline
and self-respect in those
families? Look, some Asian
or Caribbean cultures
where disgracing the family
and dishonoring the family
history is a terrible thing.
Expectations are higher
because young people have
standards to live up to that
were set by the generations

that came before them. In
order to know what those
expectations are, they have
to have a good knowledge
and respect for history.
Intellectually we have
become so soft and have
been lulled into believing
that studies such as history
are unimportant and not
worthwhile. Education and
perspective is too important
to be left to chance, especially when that knowledge
directly contributes to the
progress of a people or society.
I grew up in Memphis
around the time that Dr.
King was assassinated. A
few months before that horrible day in April, one of my
apwhite
classmates
proached me and showed
me a picture. The photograph showed Dr. King sitting at a desk and a caption
underneath the picture
read: “Martin Luther King
in communist training
class.”
My classmate informed
me that this picture was
proof that Dr. King was a
communist. I asked him
how did that prove he was a
communist. Of course, my
classmate had no good response except that it was a
picture his father had given
him.
The article also was
printed by the White Citi-

zens Council. This obviously was racist propaganda
used as knowledge passed
from one generation to another. This is a classmate
that I had never had any
problems with before. Overall this was a good kid with
bad information that gave
him a wrong distorted view
of reality.
Now let’s fast forward 40
years. On several occasions
I have been in heated discussions with intelligent,
good and well-meaning
friends about several historical figures. I have been
amazed they will argue with
me about simple easily verified facts that I thought
were common knowledge.
Just like my elementary
classmates, they hold on to
false beliefs based upon not
well thought out notions
and prejudices.
Once I tried to rationalize with them instead of debating me with facts, they
bring out the ego and retreat into personal attacks. A
really good friend told me
that he felt Abraham Lincoln was a racist because he
had slaves. So I tried to explain to him that Lincoln
was too poor to have owned
slaves but he continued to
disagree with me not with
facts but conjectures.
I explained my situation
to another friend and he told

me that Abraham Lincoln,
or anything else that happened in the past, wasn’t his
concern. Now both of these
gentlemen who I consider
really good friends failed to
note that one, I did not initiate the conversation with
them, and two, once I
brought evidence to correct
them in their mistaken notions, they became offended
and defensive.
One may ask what Abraham Lincoln has to do with
anything. In order to navigate through the society in
which we exist, we should
know something about it.
Abraham Lincoln is considered by most historians, the
greatest American president and one of the premier
icons of the American experience.
He is associated with the
emancipation of slavery in
this country. Most black
people were introduced to
this country as slaves. Perhaps some of your ancestors were slaves and you
might be interested to know
something about the people
who helped end slavery. It
might also be beneficial to
understand the mindset of a
society that allows slavery
in the first place. How would
you like to sacrifice your life
to help people who years
later would come back and
say you did nothing for

them and you were actually
against them?
People like Abraham
Lincoln and John F.
Kennedy have been relegated by a new generation
of historical revisionist who
either question their sacrifices or diminish them.
Greatness doesn’t mean
perfection. Just because a
person benefits his own destiny by helping you does not
mean that you were not
helped.
The assassinations of
Abraham Lincoln and John
F. Kennedy can arguably be
directly related to the support that they gave to black
Americans. Today’s youth
know more about Scarface
and John Gotti than about
the flawed giants who sacrifice their lives to make this
a more equitable society.
You can only understand that type of societal
evolution by the accurate
study of history. Even the
history of those you have
been taught to hate. Just
because it’s boring doesn’t
mean you may not need it.
Perhaps with the knowledge of history we could
have more understanding
and pride within ourselves.
And if we don’t embrace
pride and knowledge, how
can we expect young people to?

lives.
In Iyania Yanzant’s book
entitled “The Spirit of
Man,” he wrote: “We black
men and women have
fallen out of the grace of
spirit. We have been conditioned to honor a system of
values built on contempt
and disrespect for who we
are as a community of people. This conditioning has
taken us away from certain
basic principles that are living in our DNA. These
principles which I believe
are etched into our subconscious memory are the
keys to our basic nature.
As a result of our fall, we
are in conflict with both the
value system of the society
in which we live and our
own basic nature.”
In essence we are moving and functioning against
our natural grain. When we
move against our natural
grain we become disoriented, confused, unsure
and insecure. Our behavior patterns and attitudes
have changed from its natural physiological activities
and behaviors.

Our innate natural spirit
has been disrupted, stifled,
redirected and interrupted.
For example, it’s not uncommon to hear statements as: “I got mine, you
get yours.” The skyrocketing of black on black crime,
disrespecting elders, abandoning our children, pimping our women verses
providing for them; the
common use of the B word
and other disrespectful terminology are all behaviors
that have no roots in
African values.
In traditional and current Africa, the elders
were/are given all due respect. They are the oldest,
the wisest, they’ve been
where
the
younger
Africans need and want to
go. So it is/was quite natural in African culture for the
elders to be respected.
Elders in this country
today are shunned and regarded as useless, easy prey
for criminal behavior.
Today’s’ youth will laugh at
old age, bald heads, winkled
faces, wheel chair patients
and the mentally ill. Today’s

youth have little to no respect for today’s elders.
One attitude, and even
belief, of individualism that
has filtered down to the individual family unit is when
your child reaches a certain
age that they must leave the
family house. This idea that
receiving help from your
parents is a sign of weakness is indeed folly.
Earn as much money as
you can; the world revolves
around you and only your
goals matter; only the
strong survives is thinking
that undoubtedly leads into
a deep affiliation with materialism, but that’s a matter
of another subject.
Though these things
pose a very difficult and
often inhuman behavior,
they are only symptoms to
the larger problem of us
functioning against our natural biological blueprint of
family, community and nation first. And any individual act must be consistent
with that principle; otherwise we once again contribute
to
our
own
destruction.

The politics of individualism

BY JONATHAN SCOTT

Who can blame the
countries of the east for not
wanting to embrace capitalism and its archaic philosophy of individualism within
its society? Those eastern
countries are no doubt
divided in their ideology, beliefs and worshipping numerous religious sects, yet,
one thing that they are in
agreement on is the infiltration of capitalism and the
residue it brings on any society.
Not only do they see
America as a society out of
control, they see its dark
side. They see its prostitution both legal and illegal;

they see glorified white
collar crime, government
corruption, nepotism, discrimination, racism and extreme contradictions in its
own moral ethics. They see
the most developed and
richest country on the
planet accepting extreme
poverty as a natural societal
condition or at best an ignored part of society.
So what exactly is the
politics of individualism?
You will know when you
have embrace the politics
and philosophy of individualism when you have convinced yourself that you are
the one; that you can do anything all by yourself; you understand the “I” concept but
have difficulty understanding the “we” concept.
We sometimes speak
critically about a Jewish
person traveling miles just
to spend his money with
another Jewish establishment. That is an absolute
normal behavior especially
when that individual act of
business aides and contributes to their community
and their nation.

They and other cultures
have learned to practice individualism in this society
while at the same time insuring the stability and security of their culture and
ethnic grouping. They understand that the family
and community are more
important than any one individual. They realized
keeping their family and
communities together is
more sustaining than being
separate.
They dismissed the concept of individualism, for
they know that a community divided will not stand
the test of time and will
eventually perish.
As Africans in America
we have taken the act of
being individuals to another level, to a level that
will ultimately destroy us as
a people.
It is no question that
these attitudes and behaviors are directly linked to
being insensitive, attention
seekers, jealous and mask
wearing. Individuals have
given in to a philosophy
that is literally taking our
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COMMUNITY NEWS



By Pastor Martin Rainey

Increasing village community and parental engagement:
JWB and the faith-based community
Rainey’s Bulletin is pleased to announce its collaboration with the Community Vineyard (CV). The CV is
a segment on the Undignified Praise and Worship Program aired on WRXB and hosted by Richard Guess.
CV is design to inform and educate the community
on available human resources, family, education, social
and economic issues.
I personally thank the Lord for this blessing and opportunity to serve Him by serving the community.
For additional information and interviewing, please
call me at 727-420-1326
The collaboration began Wed., April 10 featuring
Trenia L. Cox, Planning Manager, Juvenile Welfare
Board, Children Services Council.
In case you missed it, here is a detailed overview of
the interview.
Raising the bar: Engaging the faith-based community to save our children
It is undeniable that Pinellas County is rich in social
services and programs to the help poverty-stricken
families and their children. Of the estimated 171,000
children in Pinellas County, approximately, 29,000 or 16
percent children live below the poverty threshold.
This poverty threshold is below the United States
and state of Florida counties of similar size except for
Palm Beach. According to the U. S. Census Bureau,
American Community Survey, 2006-2008, 53 percent
are white, 36 percent are black, and 11 percent are
other. These children are at greater risk for academic
failure, social and behavioral problems, and for the
pipeline to prison.
So who is stepping up to ensure their success and
is it enough? The Juvenile Welfare Board (JWB), who
is dedicated to the healthy development of children and
families in Pinellas County accept the fact that the responsibility to break the cycle of poverty is not theirs
alone, but a collaborative effort is key to making the desired difference and the ideal partner is the faith-based
community.
Human service professionals and social workers
would quickly agree that poverty-stricken families and
children need wraparound services to make the difference. It is wraparound services that can intervene and
address the needs of these hurting families in their critical time of need.
Unfortunately, in most cases, these families experience ongoing trauma and stressors and intervention is
required over and over. Informal supports: other family
members and friends may wish to help, but are very
limited in resources as well. In many of these cases,
the families seek the faith-based community.
All are governed by scriptural mandate to help the
poor. It is these communities of faith who have been
and continue to be the first “social service agency.”
They step up and provide the emotional and spiritual
support to allow a family to endure; they provide the
hope in order that these families become/remain resilient until the next “storm.”
Established by state statue in 1946, the Pinellas
County JWB, the first children services council in the
state of Florida, recognizes that when families are in crisis they turn to their church, mosque or synagogue for
help. When the family is in need of food, clothing, and
shelter or when a child has run away or when a mother
is the victim of domestic violence or a family member
is facing criminal charges and more, the faith-based
community (the church) becomes the refuge.
Of all the community institutions, the church and if
we are speaking of African Americans, the black church
has historically been the safety net. Informal supports

such as family and friends along with the faith-based
community could bring about greater results in partnership with the county’s age old partner, the JWB
whose mission is to invest in the families and children
of Pinellas County through advocacy, innovation, and
collaboration.
Nevertheless, the JWB, this unique and tremendous community asset, recognizes that it needs assistance despite the approximate $50 million in program
services that it funds. If funding programs through a
competitive process is not sufficient to save at risk children, what must be done to help children and families
at risk realize their full potential, then who or what is
the Calvary to make the difference?
The cavalry is that powerful partnership of the JWB
and the faith-based community.
As a response to dwindling tax dollars, which is the
major source of revenue for the JWB, they began to
focus on collaborations with faith-based partners to help
address its four areas of strategic focus:
• School Readiness
• School Success
• Prevention of child Maltreatment
• Safety Net
In the last three years, JWB has worked diligently
to embrace the faith-based community in the execution
of its mission. Targeted outreach efforts resulted in the
identification and creation of a number of faith-based
organizations and social action ministries. Some of
these organizations include:
Churches as Champions: a coalition of Eckerd
Community Alternatives, One Church One Child, the
Heart Gallery, Directions for Living, and the Juvenile
Welfare Board to assist in the recruitment of foster and
adoptive homes.
Rise Up St. Pete: A cross-cultural approach utilizing
South and Mid County churches to address the challenges facing South St. Petersburg.
Family Oriented Concept Unified to Serve
(FOCUS): A collaboration of faith-based organizations
and social service providers who are dedicated to the
provision of core services to the children and families
in Lealman, Pinellas Park, Ridgecrest, and the Seminole
communities.
Upper Pinellas County Ministerial Alliance Bull Elephant Program: A mentoring program targeting at –risk
youth and young adults in the North Greenwood community in Clearwater, Florida.
Peace4Tarpon: A community-driven effort to educate the residents of Tarpon Springs on the causes and
dangers of trauma along with community resources to
address the negative consequences of trauma.
These collaborative efforts have obtained positive
results for children and families in their respective locations along with the complementary JWB Family
Services Initiative, which supplies the wraparound services to address additional unmet needs.
These efforts and others will be shared in greater
detail during the WRXB Community Vineyard show.
Pastor Rainey is the President of the Parent Support
For Education Council, Inc. Chairman JWB South
County Community Council and also serves as Outreach
Pastor for Faith Memorial MB Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg
L. Turner, Senior Pastor.
Pastor Rainey may be contacted at mrainey390@verizon.net or (727) 420-1326
PSFEC meets every third Thursday of each month at
6:30 p.m. at the Hospitality House located at 3647 18th
Ave. S., St. Petersburg, adjacent to South Side Tabernacle
Baptist Church.
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Kristopher Baines
Kristopher Baines finds his days to be
rather full, but he has no regrets. After a
year, he has become comfortable with his
schedule and he even finds time to relax
with his friends or family members every
now and then.
You know that his life is busy when
you consider the time he spends on his job
and in class nearly every day. Yes, he is a
student, working his way through college.
A graduate of the BETA program at
Gibbs High School, a business and technology magnet, Baines started his college
journey in the College of Business at
Bethune-Cookman University in the fall of
2011. He became homesick, but he continued his studies there for a full year.
Then, just before he was to return in the
fall, his mind was made up; he was returning to St. Petersburg and whatever the city
and the college had to offer him.
“Going away to college was actually
good for me,” said Baines. “It was a great
learning experience.” Instead of going
wild and doing something foolish, would
you believe that I grew up and became
more responsible?”
Baines gained a desire for freedom
and became more sociable. He began to
talk to other people and think about different points of view. Speech classes made
him more confident, and he even got a job
and began to take care of himself, which
was certainly a relief to his parents.
Kris has specific plans for his future.
The ideas about what he might do professionally began to enter his head while he
was spending time in the computer lab or
in the Saturday sessions with the Youth
Engineering Society back in his high
school days.
His classes brought so much enjoyment that he needed very few other things
to do. His artwork and music kept him
busy at home. When he wasn’t picking
out tunes on the piano or playing his clar-

inet, he was drawing characters for the
comic books he hopes to make someday.
Sports were just for playing around in the
neighborhood or with his brother. He
never really got interested in being on a
team.
For as long as he can remember, owning his own business has been one of his
dreams. His family and teachers are the
ones who convinced him that college
needed to be a part of his plans, if he
wanted his dreams to become realities.
So far, he has earned certification in
numerous computer programs that will
allow him to design web pages, create animations, and much, much more.
Traveling has become a hobby also.
Baines has learned to use a budget to
manage his daily needs and save up for
travel and future expenses. Recently, he
took a trip to the northeast states. He is
hoping he can take another trip later this
year. An alternate trip could be to an
amusement park with his siblings, a
younger brother and a little sister.
When asked if he had any words of
wisdom for other young people, Kristopher Baines advises them to do what he
did: “Get in line early, even before high
school if you can. You should work hard
in school and make plans to go to college.
Then, every thing will fall in place and
work out for you.”

Local Zetas honor Dr. Barbara Hires
BY TAKEISHA LONG AND
EMMA CAVIN

ST. PETERSBURG —
As one of the highlights of
the annual Finer Womanhood program and celebration, the members of the
Zeta Gamma Zeta Chapter
of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority
recognized five women and
girls whom they honored
for community service and
Finer Womanhood.
Held at the All Children’s Education Center,
this honor ceremony and
mini health forum that followed were co-sponsored
by Simply Healthcare and
the St. Petersburg Healthy
Start Federal Project.
Receiving the award for
“Community Woman of the
Year” was Dr. Barbara
Hires.
Dr. Hires was
lauded for her compassion
and service to the citizens
of St. Petersburg, but she is
known for her services all
over Pinellas County. This
distinguished individual is
an educator in the Pinellas
County Schools.
Currently, serving as
Area Superintendent, her
former career positions include classroom teacher,
school site administrator,
and (in partnership with
her husband) owner of a
daycare center. Her colleagues consider her to be
a “Champion for Children.”
A devoted wife and
mother of two sons, Dr.
Hires is an exceptional role
model and mentor to her associates. She has high expectations of those with
whom she works or those
she teaches, but she gives
so much of her time, energy, and resources to help
children to be successful
learners.
It is her personal belief
that, “Parents send out the
very best that they have
when they send their children to school. Then, it is
up to educators to teach and
mold them into the very
best that they can be.”
The extra time spent
planning, as well as the time
spent bringing those plans
to fruition, are signs that
Dr. Hires believes in people.
At school, in church, or
within the various neighborhoods, she sees the possibilities. Then, she seizes
the opportunities to make
those possibilities become
realities. We salute you for
your work, Dr. Hires.
Other individuals honored for their wealth of service within the community

  

Free Colon Cancer Screening Opportunity
Colorectal cancer is the third most commonly
diagnosed and the third leading cause of cancer
death in the black community. About 90% of colorectal cancers are diagnosed in people ages 50 to
75. However, colorectal cancer is also one of the
most preventable, detectable, and beatable cancers! Regular colorectal cancer screenings beginning at age 50 is necessary for the best chance of
early detection. If everyone who is 50 years old
or older were screened regularly, as many as 60%
of colorectal cancer deaths could be avoided! If
you are age 50-75, now is the perfect time to get
screened! Screening saves lives.
Researchers at Moffitt Cancer Center are urging you to join the Increasing Access to Colorectal
Cancer Testing for Blacks (I-ACT) research study.
Dr. Gwede and his team of dedicated researchers
are recruiting 500 black men AND women to participate in a free colon cancer screening research

study. The goal of the I-ACT study is to increase
peoples’ awareness of colon cancer and colon cancer screening while also giving individuals the opportunity to receive a free colon cancer screening
test kit. Currently there are 120 individuals on
the study, but the work is not done. “ACT now!
Join this important study. Be the next one to enroll -it may save your life.” Dr. Gwede said. “Take
the next step for your health. Call us to see if you
qualify.”
Participation in the study is very simple and
convenient. The study staff will come to you and
if you qualify you will be paid for your time.
Those who qualify to be part of the study will receive a free screening test kit to be completed in
the comfort of your own home. Do your part ACT now! Call (813) 745-6244 or 745-6502.
* This study is made possible through funding
from the American Cancer



 



Fitness expert Theresa Perstaki
got the Zetas moving.
included Lisa Wilson, Mrs.
Glenda Clark, DeJanique
Burden, and Hailey Wilson,
all members of Zeta or its
adult and youth auxiliaries.
Lisa Wilson is a high
school teacher in a program
especially designed to develop the social and academic skills of her teenaged
students. In her role as the
president of the Zeta
Gamma Zeta Chapter of
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.,
she guides her sisters in
serving the community by
applying the strategies and
presenting programs that
benefit people of all ages.
Glenda Clark quietly
plans and works behind the
scenes so that others may
enjoy their day. As a member of Zeta Phi Beta’s Amicae Auxiliary, she raises
funds and volunteers to
help others. Married to
Bobby J. Clark for 45 years,
she is the mother of five
children and provides a
place of refuge for numerous nieces, nephews,
grandchildren, neighborhood children, and godchildren. Prior to retirement
from the Pinellas County
Schools, Mrs. Clark worked
as a Teacher’s Assistant in
the STARS program.
De’Janique Burden is
now a teenager who continues to give time and energy
to the community projects
that Zeta Phi Beta Sorority
promotes within the youth
clubs. In addition to her
participation in activities for
self-development, she also
provides leadership to her
Youth Club sisters as they
find ways to help others.
Haley Wilson has been
working in the community
as a volunteer since the age
of four, when she became a
member of the Zeta
Pearlettes youth club. She
has helped with fundraisers, participated in the
spelling bee, helped out at
the Ronald McDonald
House, and packed Thanksgiving baskets for the

   



        



needy.
Immediately following
the awards ceremony, a
mini Women’s Health
Forum opened up with presentations by a number of
community health practitioners who presented tips
to promote good health of
the mind, body, and spirit.
Exercise and its benefits
were the first topics of discussion. Fitness expert
Theresa Perstaki got the
audience
moving
by
demonstrating “chair exercises.” Following each
speaker, she gave tips and
led the audience in routines
to loosen up, stretch, and
strengthen the body. She
showed techniques to improve flexibility, balance,
and muscle tone.
Licensed clinical psychologist Dr. Debra A.
Goldsmith was on hand to
speak about depression, a
topic that greatly affects
women worldwide. She explained the different types
of depression, their causes,
symptoms, affected demographics and treatments.
Dental hygienist Brenda
Williams shared tips on
dental hygiene that should
be used from infancy
throughout one’s lifetime.
She covered each age
group and the problems
that could arise therein, and
provided ways to prevent
dental problems, and suggested products and routines to follow.
Pharmacist Dr. Juanita
Wilson spoke about the importance of watching expiration dates on medications.
It is important to dispose of
expired medications because they may lose their
potency and not be effective, or they may cause
other problems.
All of the sponsors declared the day’s activities a
success. Adherence to the
information and tips shared
with this audience could
lead to better health for all
participants.

      



  

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, APRIL 25, 2013

5

COMMUNITY NEWS
A dream come true

 


From HOWARD, page 1

State University, choosing it
for not only its academic reputation, but also because she
yearned to be close to her father’s side of the family.
The academics were rigorous yet Howard was doing
well. But hard times soon hit
and she experienced an
emotional loss she will never
forget.
During her tenth grade
year, her mom was diagnosed with colorectal cancer
which according to statistics
is the second leading cancer
killer in the United States.
Knowing little about the disease that would soon claim
her mother’s life, Howard
found her mother and sister
isolated her from the sickness, attempting to protect
her at all costs.
But when her mother
contracted an infection at the
surgery wound site Howard
was all over it, cleaning her
wounds and changing her
dressings daily.
“It was so interesting to
me,” she laughed as she
shared the intimate moment
and recalled her sister’s reaction. “[She] was very
grossed out by it. Her stomach wasn’t strong enough.”
But the extent of
Howard’s caretaking ended
there and she was left in the
dark about the severity of
the disease.
“She was doing well so it
was a shocker when I got a
call one night saying mom
wants to see you,” Howard
admited as she relayed her
sister’s words, “We’re in the
hospital, you’ve got to come
home.”
But true to the dedicated
student she was and because she was only in her
first semester of college,
Howard took a later flight
out wanting to personally explain her mother’s history of
cancer to her professors. A

choice she continues to second guess to this day.
“My mother actually
died while I was on my flight
to Florida,” she confided as
she wondered if the studious
decision to inform her professors ahead of time caused
her to miss those last few
precious moments with her
mom.
“I would have been able
to be right there by her side,
to at least talk to her,”
Howard expressed still not
confident she made the right
choice. Everything became
a blur for the teenager, her
world turned upside down
as she witnessed her mom,
still lying in her hospital bed
unresponsive.
“I’m trying to talk to her
and wake her up,” Howard
shared as she spoke of her
best friend, “and she’s
gone.”
However, she found the
strength to go back to college. Realizing if she took
too much time off she would
never return, and knowing
her mother wouldn’t want it
any other way. Completing
her studies early, against her
professor’s warnings, in just
three years, Howard graduated in 2005 with a Bachelor’s of Science degree in
Biology, her confidence
soaring.
But when it came time to
take her MCAT’s for admission into medical school she
failed to pass three times,
finding herself riddled once
again with negative comments and low self-esteem.
But she persevered and on
her fourth attempt passed.
Her score however wasn’t competitive enough to be
admitted to medical school
and Howard found herself
accepting a job at Azalea
Middle School teaching science.
But the universe had her

Courtesy of

Sisters Sherry Howard, left, and Chareé Howard
pegged as a doctor and she
soon had the opportunity to
enlist in a medical program
out of south Florida. Out of
school for a couple of years,
Howard had difficulty scoring the necessary grades to
finish the program in the
first year, so she had to complete the second year of the
program before entering
medical school.
Although she earned a
Master’s Degree in Biomedical Sciences, it wasn’t the
plan and Howard’s goal of
becoming a doctor before
she turned 25 was no longer
feasible. Not to mention the
added cost of tuition.
“All of this is loan money
that I have to eventually pay
back,” she explained, “but it
was my dream. It was what I
wanted.”
Howard is set to graduate in May of next year with
a medical degree in Osteo-

pathic Medicine. Although
her plans aren’t set in stone,
she would like to venture
outside of Florida for her
residency and specialize in
urban medicine so she can
give back to the community
and service those with the
greatest need.
So the girl that comes
from humble beginnings,
sharing one of two small
bedrooms with her mother
until she was heading off to
college, is on her way to finally realizing a dream almost 30 years in the making.
She credits the sound family
values her mom not only
talked about, but lived; foregoing her personal dreams
so that her daughter could
realize hers.
“Challenges will come,
things will not go as planned,
but that’s okay,” Howard
said. Inspirational words we
can all live by.

Help Academy Prep students help ‘Sister Soldiers!’
ST. PETERSBURG —
Students at Academy Prep
Center of St. Petersburg are
no strangers to helping out
others in the local community, but our eighth grade
girls are currently working
on an even larger service
project that will make a difference for our nation’s soldiers around the world.
These girls are participating in the “Sister Soldier
Project” by gathering items
specifically for African-American female soldiers serving
our country overseas. The
“Sister Soldier Project”
stemmed from the fact that
critical ethnic hair care items

typically are not available to
soldiers, and are therefore
one of the most requested
and sought after items.
The Academy Prep girls
decided to take action on
this problem.
They are taking donations of hair care products
(relaxers, moisturizers, oils,
combs), toiletries and other
often overlooked supplies in
a collection box in the front
office at Academy Prep,
2301 22nd Ave. S., until
May 10!
Please drop off donations to help our students
make a lasting impact.
You can also help by

 


Eighth-grade girls asking for help
in the “Sister Soldier Project.”
making a monetary gift to
assist with shipping costs at

http://gofundme.com/
8gfundraiserforTOP.



         
        
      

     
         



 




         



 

       

       





       
      
 
       

      


       


 
       
      

      
      
       
       
     



BUSINESS DIRECTORY



LEGAL NOTICE
To MARIE KING: You are summoned to appear before the
Mississippi Board of Nursing on June 12, 2013 at 1:30 p.m. to answer
charges brought against you. The hearing will be held in the hearing
room at the office of the Mississippi Board of Nursing, which is located
at 713 S. Pear Orchard Road, Suite 300, Ridgeland, Mississippi.
Failure to appear may result in the revocation of your nursing license.
Signed: Melinda E. Rush, DSN, FNP
Executive Director
Mississippi Board of Nursing

   





  


LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
3951 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(In the old K-Mart building)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Wednesday - Sunday
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The sky’s the limit for Jaila Johnson

Food desert looming in Midtown

From JOHNSON, page 1

From FOOD, page 1

me realize that my dedication is somewhat paying
off.”
And her sacrifices of
course. With only so many
hours in the day, she has
juggled a full course load of
IB Honors classes, while
still attempting to stay active in various clubs and afterschool activities such as
the National Spanish Honor
Society, the Rojans Service
Club and drama.
“It’s so much different
than the traditional high
school experience,” she
said revealing peers attending other local high schools
often boast of no homework. “That never happens
in IB, ever.”
But according to mom,
hitting the books has always been Jaila’s strong
suit and she isn’t surprised
her daughter has been accepted to some of the most
respectable private schools
in the nation.
“I think her drive is
tops,” mom raved, her
voice cracking slightly as
she proudly spoke of her
daughters endeavors. “I
know it’s a cliché, but failure, it really is not an option
for her.”
Her achievements have
proved it. With a weighted
4.85 grade point average,
Jaila is a member of the National Society of High
School Scholars and a National Achievement finalist.
Impressive to be sure, but
her grand accomplishments don’t end with academics.
A cheerleader for basketball during her freshman and sophomore years
and on the varsity cheer
squad for football the last
three years, she proved her
talents extend far beyond
the classroom. Her outspoken and jubilant attitude
while school is in session
and out, has earned her the
honor among her peers as
most likely to succeed and
just recently she was
crowned Prom Queen for
the 2013 graduating class.
“I get along well with

Jaila has a weighted 4.85 grade point average.
most people,” she humbly
admitted as she pondered
why she was spotlighted by
her fellow classmates. “I
definitely consider myself a
leader because I’m more
vocal than a lot of people.”
And it’s her outgoing
personality that allows Jaila
to stand out in a sea of high
academically achieving individuals. Her gregarious
nature has also been instrumental in fostering her love
of dance.
Although regretful her
schedule doesn’t permit as
many hours as she’d like in
the field of dance, she enjoys performing at Revealing Truth Ministries, her
church, as a member of the
dance ministry team. Focusing mainly on hip-hop,
Jaila and her dance group
consisting
of
other
teenagers, make an annual
trip to Tampa performing
for a children’s home.
Every Sunday the troop
commits to praise and worship dance as well.
“I’ve always danced,”
explained Jaila who admits
she did a lot more when
she was younger specializing in its many facets:
African dance, ballet, and
jazz. But participating in
community and talent
shows with friends is what
she really enjoys. She even
choreographed a number
for St. Pete High’s annual
gold fever dancing competition. “We won three years
in a row,” she proudly admitted.

Jaila admitted that her
family has had a tremendous influence in her life,
guiding and steering her
away from, or toward, particular experiences. Her father in particular.
“He definitely makes a
lot of decisions on what I’m
allowed to do,” she joked,
but realizes both her parents have been instrumental
in
her
positive
upbringing. Close to any
teenager’s heart though
are friends, and she credits
the determined people she
sees at school every day as
extremely encouraging and
her biggest inspiration.
“My classmates, they’re
going the extra mile to get
stuff done,” she explained.
“We’re all trying to get
somewhere. They have this
determination and it gives
me this determination too.”
Jaila is now looking
ahead to her lifelong dream
of becoming a doctor. Planning to use her Spanish
skills she has acquired over
the past four years, she intends to practice medicine
in a predominately Hispanic environment so she
can become immersed in
the culture while providing
an invaluable service.
Although she hasn’t officially named the college
that will help her get there,
Jaila’s drive, ambition, and
sparkling personality ensures she will succeed – no
matter which college she
chooses.

Dr. Joseph Dorsey, Assistant Professor of Environmental Policy at USFSP
access to large grocery
stores that offer fresh and
affordable foods needed to
maintain a healthy diet.
Food deserts disproportionately affect socially
segregated groups in
urban areas, specifically
single mothers, children,
and the elderly living in
underprivileged neighborhoods. Families and individuals without a car are
also at a higher disadvantage in terms of their access to healthy food.
This topic is of upmost
importance in St. Petersburg where the closing of
Sweetbay Supermarket in
the midtown area has
stirred community concern.
Dr. Joseph Dorsey,
Ph.D. Assistant Professor
of Environmental Policy at
USFSP explained that social justice, environmental
justice and food justice are
all related spokes on the
same wheel.
Padgett’s
studies
urban locations in downtown Nashville and discovered that in an area
covering a one mile radius
from a characteristically

working class AfricanAmerican neighborhood,
there were no large scale
supermarkets.
Thanks to his research, the audience got a
glimpse of the social consequences when there is
an absence of affordable
fresh food and lack of
transportation to and from
major grocery stores. His
research showed that in
these areas fast food
restaurants dominate the
food landscape and with
them comes higher instances of obesity, heart
disease, diabetes, high
blood pressure and a host
of other difficulties.
He also found that corner markets, which characterize the shopping
opportunities in these
areas, are lacking in fresh
produce and other fresh
foods. These stores are
usually more expensive
than supermarkets and
often suffer from health
code violations that render
them unhealthy – such as
out- of-date items on the
shelves and cleanliness issues.
Additionally, Padgett

cited a study in which corner markets were supplied
with fresh produce and
discovered that people
simply avoid buying that
type of item from a corner
market.
A possible solution is
to bring in discount grocery store chains, or make
use of urban agriculture.
In St. Pete we benefit from
the most proactive ordinances in the area to promote urban agricultural
projects such as home gardens, community gardens
and hydroponics. These
methods are allowed and
encouraged in every zoning district in the city.
Although St. Petersburg may not technically
be a food desert, the opportunities in midtown to
buy fresh fruit and vegetables have definitely dried
up.
“In environmental justice, we deal with things
like pollutants that are
forced upon people; in
food justice, we look at the
consequence of the absence of resources for certain
demographics,”
concluded Dorsey.
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DINE WITH MEN WHO COOK

Mary Lovett and Martel Mott

Apostle Rosalyn Amos, left, and Leah Mason

Top chefs take first and second place honors.

Lillie and Harrison Nash

L-R, Dan Davis, Jeanie Blue and Rev. Bryant Fayson

L-R, Tremond Webb, Travis Barnes, Evan Lawson and Demetrius Godfrey.

L-R, Zakia Wright, Danielle Russell and
Jenifer Burkin-Walker.

Faye Dowdell and Sylvester Mac

L-R, Ronald Morse, Willie Franklin, Jacob Fuller and Donnell Page.

L-R, Christiana Harris, Mary H. Holland, and Crystal and William Brown.

L-R, Lawanda McCarter, Roslyn Graham, Fannie Kate Berry
and Pauline Middlebrooks.

L-R, Stephanie Graham, Sadie Marie Martin, Willie Mae Williams
and Robin Simmons.

Jaylen Scott, left, and Tim Bryant

Rejie Williams

Third place winner.

Miss. D. Latimore

8

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, APRIL 25, 2013

COMMUNITY NEWS
Headquarterz Multicultural Barbershop
From BARBER , page 1

“Once I passed my state
board exam and had my licenses, it was no turning back.
I let go of the auto detailing
and became a booth renter
who cut hair fulltime day and
night, night and day,” he said.
Hammond is a perfect example of how hard work and
determination can overcome
wrong decisions made in our
youth. He toiled in other barbershops for five years until
he was able to open his own.
Being the consummate
businessman he is, Hammond welcomes the opportunity to expand and would
love to open up more Headquaterz around the bay
area, maybe even with one
of the barbers currently
working for him.
Accused of being a workaholic, he enjoys spending
quality time with his better
half and his five children. He
also makes sure he gives back
to the community. He is a
proud sponsor of the Lakewood Junior Spartans along
with many other local charities and organizations.
Once you step inside
Headquaterz, located at
3153 Central Ave., you feel
right at home. If Hammond
is booked, you can choose
from nine other barbers:
Michael Oliver Sr., Tonio
Brown, James Johnson,
Anton Hosein, Bruce Cainion, Doug Berry, Marcus
Dixon, William Hitchcock
and Damien Lacount.
Michael Oliver
Michael Oliver Sr. is
considered the “original
gangster” of the group, and
feels that God led him to the
profession. While in prison
he had a dream where an

angel kept telling him to go
to the barbershop.
“I was a little shaken up. I
called out and replied, ‘I don’t
know anything about barbering,’ and as clear as day I could
hear: ‘It’s okay, God will see
you through.’”
After some encouragement from his cousin, Oliver
enrolled in a program at Lively
Technical Center in Tallahassee that offered courses to inmates. He admits to having
some problems with the academic side the course and
even got caught cheating.
After the humiliation of
being placed in the center of
the classroom and scolded by
the instructor, he decided to
straighten up and fly right. He
met a fellow inmate that
showed him how to pass his
coursework without cheating.
“I was so grateful,” said
Oliver, “from then on I was
cutting with knowledge and
I loved it so much I would
cut for free.”
After reentering society,
he managed his family owned
barbershop, and eventually
came to work for Hammond
at Headquaterz. This father of
14 specializes in cuts for the
older gentlemen that will separate men from boys.
“I want the world to know
that when you look good, you
feel good,” said Oliver.
Tonio Brown
A plumber by trade, Tonio
Brown started cutting his
son’s hair as a hobby. After
getting into some trouble with
the law and being on house arrest, he was determined to
make some life changes.
Brown decided to make
some sacrifices and go back to
school to become a barber. He

attended American Beauty Institute (AIB) and dropped old
habits and old friends. After
graduating, he worked in a
number of shops, but has
been with Hammond since he
opened his doors.
Brown is currently enrolled at St. Petersburg College and hopes that by
furthering his education,
he will become a better
businessman.
If you miss him at the barbershop, you might catch him
doting on his 12-year-old son.
Brown has joint custody, and
firmly believes that a good
foundation at home and stability will steer his son away from
the pitfalls he fell into.
Brown specializes in a
good clean edge, tapers and
Philly wave cuts. In the future,
you may just see him owning
his own barbershop, and he
aspires to be a strong leader in
the community.
“Be consistent in your
craft; know your goals because if you don’t stand for
something, you’ll fall for anything,” Brown cautioned.
Bruce Cainion
Bruce Cainion’s mother
passed away when he was 10
years old and his father
raised him and his three
brothers by his self. After the
expense of taking all four
boys and himself to the barber one day, his father decided to buy some clippers.
Cainion’s older brothers
taught him how to cut hair
and around age 13, he was
cutting hair for money. He
would go around cutting
friends’ hair and even
whole families would line
up for his services.
Trying to find direction,

he enrolled at PTEC in their
cosmetology program. However, he did not focus on his
studies and continued to work
without a license. The chance
of getting caught was too
great so he stopped cutting
hair altogether.
Then his life took a turn
for the worst and he wounded
up in prison for 18 months.
Finding someone who would
hire him with a record was
next to impossible. He
couldn’t even get a job at
McDonald’s, so he decided to
fall back on a skill he had cultivated years before.
“I made a commitment to
buckle down with my barbering, change my train of
thought, become more organized and develop a better
work ethic,” said Cainion.
He enrolled in Manhattan
Hair Academy in Tampa and
secured employment in several shops before walking into
Headquaterz.
“When I saw the environment I knew that it was the
place for me,” said Cainion.
If not at the shop, you can
find this husband and father of
five spending time with his
children, working out at the
gym or taking part in the International People’s Uhuru
Democratic Movement.
“Commitment to your
craft is essential. You don’t
have to be the best, just be
professional and respect yourself and your profession,” finished Cainion.
William Hitchcock
William
Hitchcock’s
first love was not cutting
hair; he wanted to be a
boxer. Even though his father had him cutting his
siblings hair at an early age,
his mind was on boxing.
Unfortunately, Hitchcock
was diagnosed with a heart
condition that made boxing
hazardous to his health. Once
he gave the sport up, he went
into a deep depression that
caused him to make some bad
decisions.
“I got tattoos and
started making babies.
Some of the things I did
during that emotional
whirlwind were definitely
life changing experiences,”
said Hitchcock, “but I made
it through to tell my story.”

William Hitchcock
Graduating in 2002 from
Loraine’s Academy, Hitchcock has not looked back. He
enjoys spending time with his
three children and continues
to box recreationally. In the future he would like to go back
to school to be a cardiovascular technician and help in the
research of heart disease and
sports participation.
James Johnson
A transplant from Jasper,
Fla., James Johnson was once
a truck and bus driver until he
decided he needed a change.
Wasting no time, he picked up
the phone and started at AIB
the next Monday.
Being a barber came naturally to Johnson. Outside of
school and the front porch,
Headquaterz is the only other
place he’s cut hair. But you
wouldn’t know it by his growing clientele.
“It all just fell into place and
now, here I am so blessed to

work every day for myself,
and come off the road and do
something that I myself have
realized,” said Johnson.
Johnson is very passionate about his family, and when
it’s his turn to have his three
boys on the weekend and he’s
not quite finished with work,
you will find his kids right by
his side at the shop.
He also has a passion for
food and hopes to become an
executive chef one day.
Johnson wants to encourage all of the young people out
there to work hard and believe in themselves because
no matter how many paths the
road of life takes you down, remember your passion and
work toward it.
“I will eventually fulfill my
dream of becoming a chef. I’m
not gonna cut hair for the rest
of my life. I’ll be cooking,” finished Johnson.
Anton Hosein
Anton Hosein has been
trimming and clipping hair
from the early age of 12.
When his father bought
some equipment to use and
decided it wasn’t for him,
Hosein picked up the clippers and started practicing
on himself and his cousin.
By the time he was in high
school, he was cutting his
friends’ hair in the bathroom
at school. He decided to make
it official and enrolled in AIB.
Upon completion of his
coursework, he started working for Headquaterz soon after
it opened in 2011.
If Hosein is not working,
you can catch him spending
time with his three sons. He
enjoys playing football, basketball and skate boarding with
his kids. His eight year old
even has aspiration of being a
barber and hangs out with his
father at the shop.
Marcus Dixon
Marcus Dixon always
wanted to be a business
owner and one day realized
that if he became a barber, he
could indeed be his own boss.
A graduate of AIB, he quickly
went to work at local barbershops.
About eight months ago
he walked through the
door of Headquaterz and instantly knew he was in the
right place.
“Headquaterz is a place
with a nice friendly environment and it also has a wide variety of clientele from the
community,” Dixon said.
Dixon is very passionate
about barbering so much so
that he does it for free whenever he gets the chance. Giving back to the community is
high on his list, so every Veteran’s Day you can find him
giving free haircuts to those
who served our country. He
tries to help someone in need
every day.
Married with seven children, this proud father enjoys
taking his kids to the park,
movies, bowling and arena
football games. He wants to
make sure he spends as much
time with them as possible
while they are still young.
Dixon feels that going
through life with a positive attitude will rub off on others
and encourages all children to
surround themselves with
positive people.
He is willing to volunteer
his hair cutting services to organizations that may need
help. Please give him a call at
727-482- 8605 .
Damien Lacount
Damien Lacount is a transplant from Georgia, who as a
kid started cutting his own
hair because he was tired of
getting bad haircuts. His
mother decided to cut costs at
the barbershop and bought
him a pair of clippers.
He worked at two other
shops before finding a home

at Headquaterz. There his talent for cutting designs into
hair has truly blossomed.
“I have a gift as an artist
and I don’t mind showing
it,” bragged Lacount. “I feel
that it is important to take
whatever you’re good at
and promote it. Whether it
is braiding or relaxing,
whatever it is, master it.”

Damien Lacount
Lacount strives to be the
best role model for his children that he can possibly be.
His girls look to him for guidance and he makes sure he
shows them what role a man
plays in a family.
“My oldest daughter believes in me so much that
she’s my biggest supporter.
She tells everyone she knows,
and even people she doesn’t
know, that her daddy is a barber and that he can cut their
hair.”
In Lacounts spare time he
enjoys doing a bit of light
handiwork around the house
to keep it in tip top shape. He
lays carpet and tile and does
carpentry work.
Douglas Berry
At an early age, Douglas
Berry was inspired by his
grandfather to start cutting
hair. His grandfather did not
want to go to the barbershop
anymore, so he decided that
he would be his barber.
He branched off from his
grandfather and started cutting his little brother’s hair, the
neighborhood kids and his
friends’ hair in the bathroom
at school with his good friend
Rodney Robinson who has
since passed on.
Berry’s journey from cutting hair in the school bathroom to mastering his craft
was not a short one. He enrolled in Loraine’s Academy at
the age of 18, but did not finish. He began washing dishes
at several different nursing
homes and even did a stint as
a janitor in the Pinellas County
School system.
Those jobs paid the bills,
but there was no future in
them. So he enrolled back in
school and graduated from
Academy of Beauty & Business in 2006.
Berry specializes in bald
fades, which he thanks his
friend Derrick for helping him
master the skill. When asked
about his hobbies, he listed
cutting hair, but he has more
up his sleeves than styling the
masses.
Look for his clothing
line due out soon called the
“Fly Barber Society.” It will
specialize in keeping barbers looking fly.
At home, he’s a loving father that cherishes every moment with his children.
“I’m in all my kids’ lives,”
said Berry. Being an active
and engaged father is a must.”
Headquarterz is opened
Mon.-Sat. from 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.,
and on Sun. from 10 a.m. – 4
p.m. Currently there are openings for three qualified, licensed barbers and a hair
stylist or hair braider. You
must bring your own clientele.
Haircuts range from $10-$15,
and Tues.-Wed., $5 cuts are
available all day. Seniors 55
and older pay only $10. Call
727-323-5751 for information.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Letter to the Editor

The Progressive Class of ’73 reunion

Dear Weekly Challenger,
My name is Dorian
Mackeroy, a former resident
of south St. Pete, serving a
lengthy sentence for robbery, no physical injuries.
The reason I’m writing is to
bring attention and awareness to the excessive jail sentencing and to educate the
community about the matter.
I’m also in the process
of applying for clemency
and the community’s opinion would be very helpful
since the crime happened
in the community. Your
website and publication can
be utilized in all avenues to
reach the community and
readers while upholding
the integrity and dedication
they have come to trust.
Your popular opinions section online would be very
helpful to start a positive dialogue on the subject of excessive sentencing.
Just to be clear. I’m not
suggesting that I should not
have been punished. The victim wanted and needed justice and received it. It’s right
that people who commit
crimes or harm others
should serve their sentence;
however, the sentence
should fit the crime taking
into consideration all circumstances such as the criminal’s history and not because
the Assistant State Attorney
or the public is mad at the offender.
Should an offender that
has robbed someone with no
physical injury be punished
more severe than an offender that has intentionally
killed someone?
Terry T. Nixon, operation
manager at the Sentencing
Project, is currently working
on a large project comparing
life with and without parole
sentences in the states. This
report will likely be published this spring.
The Law: Dorian has
been sentenced under a
mandatory minimum law
called the Prison Releasee
Reoffender Punishment Act
of 1997. This law allows an
Assistant State Attorney to
determine who will be sentenced and receive the statutory maximum penalty. If an
offender commits an enumerated offense within three
years of being released from
prison, they can be deemed a

prison release reoffender. If
an offender is sentenced to
the statutory maximum, they
are not entitled to any form of
early release such as parole
or control release. Clemency
from the Governor and his
cabinet member is the only
exception. An offender must
serve 100 percent of the sentence. Examples: for a felony
punishable by life, by a term
of imprisonment for life; for a
felony of the first degree, by
a term of imprisonment of 30
years; for a felony of the second degree, by a term of imprisonment of 15 years; and
for a felony of the third degree, by a term of imprisonment of 5 years.
The judge in Dorian’s
case has done his job as he
understands it. Yet Dorian
has been sentenced to life in
prison “day for day” by legislature’s fiat, without a single
judge deciding that life in
prison was fitting for the
crime or his criminal history
calls for such sentence or Dorian was a threat to the public. It is important to point out
that Assistant State Attorney
discretion can’t be challenged. Only on exceptional
circumstance like equal protection violation.
The court has been totally excluded from exercising their traditional roles as
sentencers. Dorian’s life sentence stands because of an
Assistant State Attorney’s
vindictiveness. He is a circuit
court judge now. Although
not fit for the court to answer
the question on how carefully the legislature thought
through all the ramifications
of the law it proscribes for all
prison releases is unanswered.
Details of Case and Rehabilitation: At the age of 22,
Dorian received a mandatory minimum life sentence.

Although the sentencing
guidelines called for a sentence of 56 to 72 months in
prison. I was not a so called
“career criminal” or deemed
a threat to society or have a
long adult criminal history.
Just someone who made a
bad choice at a young age
while under the influence.
Since entering prison 15
years ago, I have attended
and completed several selfbetterment programs such
as anger management, substance abuse, job training
and wellness along with obtaining my G.E.D. These
programs have helped correct my past erratic behavior. I have learned to be
patient and to be a responsible human being.
I will continue to evolve
and become wiser. Learning
is life-long for me. With being
incarcerated and away from
family, I’ve reached the conclusion that does not lockstep with what I thought
when I was 16, 22 or 30 years
old. I am now 37.
Your opinion writer
Jonathan Scott’s words ring
true. The only thing prison
has is a strong body and
mind serving an excessive
sentence because of an assistant State Attorney wanting it
that way. My continued incarceration is a waste of tax
payer’s money. That’s another story though.
Thank you for your time
and pray that you will consider this letter for your popular opinions section online
so that the community can
share their comments on excessive sentencing and possibly lend their support for
freedom in my case. Community support is key.
Sincerely,
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The Progressive Class
of 1973 is planning their
40th class reunion. The
class of 1973 consists of all
those who attended south
county schools during the
early days of desegregation and graduated, or
would have graduated, in
1973.
The reunion will take
place June 28 – 30 with the
theme of “Celebrating
Life.” Everyone is excited
about reuniting and sharing childhood memories.
Contact information is
being gathered to update
the directory with names,
addresses, phone number,
email addresses, etc. Visit
www.brobinson347.wix.co
m/class-of-1973 to find out
further information.
Class members are
asked to pay $75 in dues to
generate revenue to build
the treasury and finance
the reunion. For those
who can pay the dues in
advance, the cost of the
banquet will be included in
that amount. For those
who choose not to pay the
dues, a $50 ticket may be
purchased to cover the
cost of the entire weekend, including the ban-

quet.
Money orders or
cashier checks may be
mailed to The Progressive
Class of 1973, c/o Lou
Brown Realty, P.O. Box
14194, St. Petersburg, FL
33733-7194.
The following committee members may also be
contacted for further information: Lou Brown 727327-1234, Athena Grooms
727-804-1365,
Cynthia
Holmes 727-698-7391, Rob
Williams 727-656-0354,
Janice Bryant 727-5608374 or Barbara Robinson
727-415-7752.
Prior to the reunion,
the class will get a chance
to socialize Fri., May 17
from 5 – 8 p.m., for happy

hour at Midtown Sundries,
200 1st Ave. S., St. Petersburg. Banquet tickets will
be available for purchase
at this time.
A tentative list of
events planned for the reunion weekend are as follows: Fri., June 28,
Meet-N-Greet at Enoch
Davis Center; Sat., June
29, daytime activities TBA
and a formal banquet at
the Hilton Inn (Carillon
Center); Sun., June 30,
church attendance TBA
and Sunday brunch directly after (location
TBA).
If you are part of this
class, plan on participating
and making memories to
share for years to come.

2nd Annual National
Crime Victim’s Rights Week
BY YOLANDA COWART
The Springtime Club
Founder

CLEARWATER
—
Last week the Boston
Marathon
bombing
brought national attention
to the heartbreak of senseless violence as it once
more crippled our nation.
The lives lost, bloodshed
and victims’ survivors
bring additional sadness
and sorrow for the Springtime Club as the tragedy
occurs one week before
the Club’s 2nd Annual National Crime Victim’s
Rights Week (NCVRW)
Program.
The Program is a part
of a larger national celebration that is taking place
now until April 27. Each
April since 1981, the Department of Justice’s Office for Victims of Crime
(OVC), has helped lead
communities throughout
the country in their annual
observances of NCVRW
by promoting victims’
rights and honoring crime
victims and those who advocate on their behalf.
The Springtime Club
embraced NCVRW last
year and utilized the observance as a conduit to
host a candlelight vigil in
memory of Trayvon Martin. Their program received national media
attention; however, a local
crime victim, Tamika
Mack, quickly became the
heart of the program and
the center of the service.
Mack also lost her life
a week before The Springtime’s Club scheduled
event. At the age of 24, she
died from multiple gunshot wounds she suffered
while visiting the home of
a friend. Hours before she
died, Mack filled Easter
baskets with chocolate
bunnies for her two young
sons. She was a full-time
student, described as a
hard worker, devoted
daughter and dedicated
mother.
Tamika Mack’s uncle,
St. Petersburg’s NAACP
past
President,
Ray
Tampa, attended The
Springtime Club’s 1st Annual NCVRW Program

Tamika Mack was a beautiful young adult. Her
family and friends say she was a hard worker,
devoted daughter, and dedicated mother
with a heavy heart as he
received the Club’s Civil
Liberties Awards and
served as the keynote
speaker on the Program.
An emotional day for
Tampa, he challenged the
Club and encouraged participants to pay the same
level of attention to local
crime victims, like Mack,
and demonstrate the
same level of concern for
the violence within our
own neighborhoods, that
we had paid to the tragic
death of Trayvon Martin
as a community.
Adhering to Tampa’s
call to action, this year The
Springtime Club will be
paying tribute to the memories of both Trayvon
Martin and Tamika Mack,
while honoring other
“families of the faces of fatality” and remembering
the “familiar faces of our
cold cases” - the communities unsolved murder
cases.
Honoring and supporting all crime victims is the
purpose of NCVRW. The
Springtime
Club’s
NCVRW program and
cold case initiative was
adopted to reduce the impact of crime on victim
survivors by promoting
victims’ rights and providing victim outreach with
respect and responsibility,
in a caring, compassionate, and dedicated manner.
The National theme for
NCVRW 2013 is “New
Challenges. New Solutions.” The club hopes that
the community will recall
the local deaths of homi-

The Springtime Club’s
NCVRW Program was
an emotional event for
Ray Tampa falling on
the heels of Tamika
Mack’s murder.
cide shooting victims like
Tamika Mack, and unsolved murder cases such
as Clarence Bolden,
Melanie Warren and Leon
Dash, as it holds its
NCVRW observance.
“We should ask ourselves how we can support
these victim’s families and
keep our community safe,”
said Springtime Club
member Andrea Bolden.
“We should ask what
rights, services, and resources are available to all
victims’ and their families
- and where we fall short
as a community to protect
them,” she further added.
The Springtime Club’s
2nd Annual NCVRW Candlelight Vigil Services and
Civil Liberties Awards
Ceremony will take place
Sat., April 27, from 6-8 p.m.
at the Springtime Elks
Lodge #592, 1011 Engman
Street, Clearwater.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 




Come Worship With the First Baptist Family



     






  

  

 




  

   









 





Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.






 





 
 

 

 















 




Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.












Victory Christian Center Church

  

    



  
  
     
   
 



  


 

  
 
 





   
    
   
   
  
   
    












  
 

 



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.





Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.


  

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





 
 

 
 







 

 
1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  





 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





 



Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of God’s
blessings upon their lives. St.
Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we are
a haven of hope, help, and healing for a world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we are
Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God for
His awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC

Events for April 2013
Apr 26-29 - Road Trip to
Hattiesburg, Miss. and the
Antioch M.B. Church for the
dedication of their new
church edifice.
Weekly Scheduled Activities
for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30. All are invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited
to come out study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry

Meetings are held every Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in the
community are welcomed to
join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays &
Thursdays (closed during holiday seasons and school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday evening
at 7 p.m.

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Friendship is a committed
church family open to all who
wish to embrace it.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
On Friday, April 26, 7 p.m.,
we the Friendship family will
host The National Convention
of Gospel Choirs and Choruses (NCGCC) West Central
Florida Chapter Installation
Ceremony. Friendship’s Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., will
be keynote speaker/preacher.

Friendship’s Mass Choir and
Mt. Zion Progressive Mass
Choir will jointly render the
musical offerings. We cordially invite you to come and
fellowship with us!
Have you found the key?
If you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcomes you to
our open doors. Friendships’
Morning Service starts at 7:45
and 10:45. Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.
The Youth Enrichment –

Awana curriculum convenes
Thursday nights, at 7. First
Lady Teresa Evans, director of
Youth Ministry.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us
each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each Wednesday night at 7 p.m. as we study
in the Book of MARK, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, Florida 33712. Our telephone number: 727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,”
under the leadership of Dr
Rickey L. Houston extends
an invitation to the community to join us as we declare
the living Word of God.
Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday School and at 10:15 a.m.
worship service. Bible Study
and Teen Summit/Children
Rising are held Wednesday
evenings at 7.
We are committed to a
Christ-centered, People-centered, Team-centered and
Bible-based teaching ministry;
with priorities focused on

Love, Forgiveness, Unity,
Peace and Growth. We celebrate in worship, we care for
one another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible
both individually and corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope
of ministries for all ages and interests. We also encourage the
community to make use of our
Prayer Line. (727-321-9645)
The Elizabeth Howard
Scholarship Banquet is
scheduled for Saturday, May
25, at 6:30 p.m. in the church
Fellowship Hall. The theme

this year is “I Can, I Will, I
Must.” Tickets are now available for this annual event
hosted by the Scholarship
Ministry; which helps provide scholarships for our
graduates. Call church office
at 727-327-0554 for additional
information.
April Event: Family
Meeting, Friday, April 19 7
p.m.
“Jesus On Every Scene In
2013” Matthew 28:20
Telephone: 727-327-0554.
Fax: 727-327-0240.
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.
com.
Website:
www.bmmbc.org.

United for Christ Freewill Church
United for Christ invites
you to our pastor’s and
church’s fourth anniversary
celebration.
Thurs., April 25 at 7 p.m.
the guest speaker will be Rev.
Ron Brown from the Reach

The Unreached Holiness
Church.
Fri., April 26 at 7 p.m. the
guest speaker will be Pastor
Clarence Williams from the
Greater St. Paul Missionary
Baptist Church

Sun., April 28 at 11 a.m.
the speaker will be Rev.
Joseph Gordon, and at 4 p.m.
Pastor Clarke Hazley, Sr., from
Mount Pilgrim Missionary
Baptist Church.

“Celebrating 85 years of
service in His name!”
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion
family extend an open invitation to join us not only in Sunday worship, but also
throughout the week for various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Saturday, April 27 – 85th
Anniversary Dress to a Tea
and Hat Extravaganza. 3 – 5
p.m. at the St. Petersburg
Country Club.
Call the
church office for more information.
Final Call to be included
in the 85th Church Anniversary Directory! Lifetouch
Portraits will be on-site April
30 - May 4. Sessions open to
Mt. Zion members and
friends. Call the church office for more details.
Thursday, May 2 – Sevenx 7 National Day of Prayer.

Gibbs High School Stadium,
6:30 p.m. Volunteers needed,
please call V. Ellis at 8944311.
3rd Thursday of the
month – Men’s Unity Ministry - Calling all Men... The
Men’s Ministry invite you to
come out on the third Thursday of each month for their
unity fellowship and study of
“What a Man of God Should
Look Like.”
CARE- Choosing Addiction Recovery Efforts - Now
meeting the 1st and 3rd
Tuesday of each month 7
p.m., CARE building, 1906
9th Ave. S., For more information contact Min. Keith
Murphy at 727-289-6057.
One-80 Teen Ministry
will host “College Prep 101”
Parents and Teens if college
is in your future please join
College Prep 101, held the
1st & 3rd Tuesday’s of each
month in the Youth Fellowship Hall 6:30 – 7:30 pm.

Reading & Math Enhancement Tutorial Program
– Grades K – 9th will be offered homework assistance,
math, reading, and vocabulary skills, and much more.
Applications available at Mt
Zion Human Services. Or
contact Ms. Doris Newton at
(727)822-0443, ext. 301
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news,
and more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE.
Visit our
BRAND NEW website and
let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information on any of these announcements, please contact
the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church.
955 20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.
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